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THOUGHTS ON CHRISTMAS by Jo Wood 




; ADVENTURE IN TESCO.ON A GOOD DAY! or 

j'Trn just nipping in here for a packet of water biscuits", 
written and played by MARY SCOTT-PARKER 



I ARE RUNNING 









THEM INTO THE TROLLEY 
Head for biscuit counter.....YOU SEE THAT THEY ARE GIVING AWAY A 
LARGE PACKET OF CHOCOLATE BISCUITS WITH 240 TEA BAGS 
Select box of tee bags.....YOU PUT THE TEA BAGS INTO THE TROLLEY 

Head for biscuit counter.YOU REMEMBER THAT THE TOOTHPASTE IS 

NEARLY RNISHED 


HUNGRY 

Select large prawn and lettuce sandwich and vanilla slice.....YOU PUT THE 
SANDWICH AND THE CAKE INTO THE TROLLEY 

Head for biscuit counter.YOU ARRIVE AT THE BISCUIT COUNTER 

Examine shelves.....YOU SEE AN EMPTY SPACE WITH A LABEL BELOW 
Read labeL....THIS ITEM IS TEMPORARILY OUT OF STOCK 

Head for member of staff.I SEE NO STAFF HERE 

Wheel trolley up and down aistes.....THE TROLLEY SQUEAKS LOUDLY. YOU 
SEE A LADY FILLING THE SPICE RACK 

Say to Lady “Excuse me. are there any water biscuits?".LADY FIXES YOU 

WITH A FROSTY STARE. MENTALLY PLACES YOU IN THE IDIOT CLASS 
AND REPLIES "I WOULDN'T KNOW...I ONLY FILL THE SPICES" 

Look at watch.....THE TIME IS 8.45 AM 

.....THE TROLLEY SQUEAKS LOUDLY. 


Say to member of staff "Are there any water biscuits?".MEMBER OF 

STAFF WALKS TO BISCUIT COUNTER AND SAYS “NO" 

Say to member of staff "Are there none in the stock room?".MEMBER OF 

STAFF GIVES YOU A ‘YOU SURE ARE MAKING MY DAY" LOOK AND 
SHOUTS LOUDLY TO INVISIBLE PERSON THROUGH OPEN DOOR 
“SANDRA..ANY WATER BISCUITS?" INVISIBLE PERSON SHOUTS 
SOMETHING WITH ALL THE CLARITY OF A PLATFORM ANNOUNCED. 
WHICH APPARENTLY TRANSLATES AS “NOT TIL FRIDAY" 

Select large bottle of gin.....YOU PUT THE GIN IN THE TROLLEY 
Push trolley to checkout....YOU SEE TWO OPEN CHECKOUTS 
Examine checkouts.....YOU SEE A LONG QUEUE AND A SHORT QUEUE 
Join short queue...YOU JOIN THE SHORT QUEUE 

Smugly observe long queue.THE LONG QUEUE SEEMS TO BE MOVING 

QUICKLY. EACH PERSON APPEARS TO HAVE ONLY ONE ITEM 
Examine short queue....THE SHORT QUEUE IS NOT MOVING. 






THE CHECKOUT GIRL IS STARING VACANTLY INTO SPACE 
Examine long queue.,...IT IS STILL MOVING QUICKLY 

Examine short queue.IT IS NOT MOVING. A SUPERVISOR ARRIVES AT 

THE SHORT QUEUE TILL THE CHECKOUT GIRL SHAKES HER HEAD. THE 
SUPERVISOR LEAVES. 

Examine long queue„...IT IS STILL MOVING QUICKLY. PEOPLE WHO 
JOINED THE QUEUE AT THE SAME TIME AS YOU ARE NOW LEAVING THE 

Examine snort queue.....A MAN ARRIVES AT THE SHORT QUEUE TILL HE IS 
WEARING OVERALLS AND IS CARRYING A BAG. THE CHECKOUT GIRL 
PLACES A 'TILL CLOSED" SIGN UP. 

Run to long queue.SEVERAL PEOPLE WITH OVERLOADED TROLLEY GET 

THERE JUST AHEAD OF YOU. 

GAME OVER....YOU HAVE MANAGED TO SCORE 3 OUT OF A POSSIBLE 
100...PLAY AGAIN? Y/N 


CRYPTIC MIXES by GARETH P1TCHFORD 






! CRYPTOGRAMS by JACK LOCKERBY j 

Can you decode the cryptograms? Each uses a different substitution code 
where one letter of the alphabet is replaced by another. 

1. E 7VPCWFWPTW XB IENRWFXPI VC XZJVFNEPN JWVLHW ARV BXPIHU 
TEP MV PVNRXPI LON NVIWNRWF TEP MWTXMW NREN PVNRXPI TEP LW 


2. AZFWVWUKF XIWFF.VBH KQWFWVO VZ PZEHVHFF JBKV WX TZWMT 

VZ BKAAHM VZRZEEZJ. MHW JHHi. MHYV RZMVB KMG MHW OHKE. KMG 
VZ BKCH VBH KQWFWVO KPVHEJKEGX VZ HYAFKWM JBO WV GWGM'V 

XWE JWMXVZM UBLEUBWFF 


3. G KPFIFPR JK G DIYC PIQ OKU DAUF PIQ HGFZ KVUBB ZAU DIYC PIQ 
SJYKZ ZAIQXAZ IS. 

MQYZ MGHAGYGHA 


CONNECTIONS sent in by HAROLD DIXON 


Connect three houses up with GAS. WATER and ELECTRIC. 



1 GAS | [ WATER | |ELECTRIc| 


[ No. 1 [ | No. 2 | | No. 3 | 


































WHO SAID WHAT? 



























WATCH THE BIRDIES by Keith Bumard j 



11 and 12 Car to beetle around in? 


19 and 20 Before jack in a kidnap. 

23 and 24 Robin Hood’s sidekick initially. 







BALROG'S CHRISTMAS 

Twas Christmas in the Grue Hall, little lamps were glowing. 

Holly decked the care walls and cotton wool was snowing. 

"MERRY CHRISTMAS FATSO. FROM YOUR ONLY PAL.THE GRUE" 

He placed It carefully 'neath the tree, then poured a glass of Sherry 
And cut a stab of Christmas cake, to make old Santa merry. 

Balrog watched him grumpily, through yellow teeth he hissed. 

•What a stupid waste of time .....SANTA DON'T EXISTI 



















CHRISTMAS WORDSEARCH by DAMIAN STEELE 















ALPHABET-POEM-QUIZ by Mary Scott-Parker 

Each answer to the following questions is a different letter of the alphabet 
imagination to supply the last word. 


2. A couple of these could make you like Solomon! 

3. Grub for orses? 








CHRISTMAS WORDSEARCH by JO 














A. NON'S LIST OF PHRASES AND SAYINGS ! 
compiled by NEIL ASHMORE 

1. Using a Mac is like shaving with a bowling pia 

2. If s a perfectly good program, it just doesn’t work. 

3. A truly wise man never plays leap-frog with a unicorn. 

4. If at first you don’t succeed, redefine success. 

5. Never hit a man with glasses, hit him with a baseball bat 

6. Sudden decompression sucks! 

8. Carrier bags come in one size, slightly too small. 

9. Using an IBM is like juggling with straight razors. 

10. Everybody is someone else's weirdo. 


PLAYING A WAITING GAME 
patiently compiled by JILL NOTT 

in CURSE OF CALUTHA for something to grow, 
in IMPACT for a wife to become distracted, 
in THE TEST for a bucket to empty, 
in MURDER HUNT 2 to plot a killer's downfall. 

in THE LABOURS OF HERCULES up a tree and behind bushes 
in THE GOLDEN PYRAMID up a tree and by a lake, 
in TREASURE ISLAND in two hiding places, 
in MURDER HUNT 1 in a farmhouse and at a murder scene, 
in THEME PARK in two high places. 


in KIDNAPPED on a journey, in the dark and in hiding. 

WAIT.for what seems like forever (about 65 moves in each case) 

in THE TREASURE OF SANTA MARIA for the estate agent to return 
in REALM OF DARKNESS after spotting the flotsam for a magical item to 

































| PAIR THE CHRISTMAS TREES 
by BARBARA BASSINGTHWAIGHTE 
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HELP WANTED 

























































SORCERER OF CLAYMORGUE CASTLE played by Walter Pooley 
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TO ALL ADVENTURE PROBE READERS 
HAVE A HAPPY CHRISTMAS 



AND A PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR 


